Pikey’s  Progress:  How we got funding for a  Bike  Rack  

“I will be trvalling by train”,  Stuart informed me 
“In view of the purpose of our visit, I think we should arrive on a tandem”, I responded 
	The OWA President and I were discussing our attendance at ‘The Aviva Broker Community Awards 2025”, held  at the  Honourable Artillery Company (HAC ) -  we used to play a pre-season friendly football match against HAC many years  ago but they left the dressing rooms in such a state that they were never invited back again. 
	Also in attendance, from an Old Wilsonian perspective, were James Paton and his work colleague, Jenny.
“I understand that you work with James?” I asked her, somewhat tentatively 
“Well, someone has to,” was her somewhat ambiguous reply.  
	James and Jenny work for Brownhill Insurance, who were our sponsors, for which many thanks.
	Before the day we knew we were guaranteed  at least £1,000 with the possibility of as much as £10,000 and Stuart had worked very hard at meeting the criteria for funding, namely that projects should be ecologically friendly and help the environment, and  a bike rack fits that remit perfectly. 
	Aviva had produced a splendid brochure which included brief outlines of each applicant, ours reading:
“The Old Wilsonians’ Association provides recreation and leisure facilities for past and present students of Wilson’s School in Wallington and the general public in Hayes, Kent. Funding covered bicycle racks will encourage more people to cycle to their sports ground, reducing traffic emissions while increasing health benefits to the community.” 
	On arrival a  harpist played unassumingly, although her skills were almost drowned out by the enthusiastic chatter of the attendees, and I  soon starting conversing with  a group from Burnley -  applications for awards came from  throughout the UK. 
	“We’re on table 9” James soon informed us and, at around 11-30, everyone started to filter into the function room where Will Greenwood, our compere for the day and  a member  of the England World Cup rugby team in 2003, introduced the day and proceeded to do a splendid job, maintaining a fine balance between humour and seriousness.
	He encouraged everyone to exchange unusual/significant facts about themselves – one woman had knitted a bike and another reached the final of ‘Pop idol’ and  even sung in order to substantiate this. Another attendee claimed/admitted?, that one of his relatives was in ‘Wham’, but the star of the day was undoubtedly Eugine, who housed 244 people during lockdown.
	Will also encouraged us to “blow our own trumpets”, an activity usually associated with Sonia in ‘EastEnders’, during which I discovered that  Stuart won the London inter schools cross country championship during his years at Wilson’s. 
“There were a lot of Comprehensive schools competing and they were fighting each other, so I was given a clear run”, he modestly explained. 
	Will was totally professional, was genuinely interested in every project,  did his homework, and knew something about all 28 of the  projects involved, many of whom told very moving stories. 
	I will not attempt to go through all of them, but those awarded money included: 
Anti-freeze  - helping the homeless; Families and Babies, Children Recovering from Traumatic Experiences, Helping Families who need Food banks,  the Foyle Down Syndrome Trust; Lives not Knives, focusing on preventing youth violence and MK SNAP, helping those with learning disabilities and, of course, the Old Wisonians’ Association with their Bike Rack Project!!! 
	So how did we do?  Delighted to say we were awarded the full £10,000 we asked for and the four of us proudly went on to the stage where Will asked me to explain what the money would be used for.
	I did my best and was gratified that my colleagues did not advice:
“Don’t tell him Pike” 
	As well as this money Aviva are also match-funding the money for the President’s Ball but only until March 26th  so buy your tickets NOW.  
	Stuart has worked extremely hard for a vast number of years for the Association – otherwise he would not be our President – so please come along and support him on  his big night, if for no other reason than to say ‘Thank you’ to him for all of his time and effort on our behalf. There are many other reasons to attend, e.g. such occasions are always a lot of fun and you are guaranteed convivial company. 
	If you really cannot make it then please think about making a donation to the Club; others have already done so, for which many thanks 
	The refurbishment of the Clubhouse cost us £100,000, which virtually cleared out ourbank account, so in order to embark on the third phase of  the OWA’s plans – namely improving the ladies facilities and disabled access – that £50,000 and the £10,000 grant will go some way to achieving this. 
“Where is the bike rack going to go?”,  many people have asked. 
	That is a good problem to have but before deciding this everyone should ask themselves if they agree with our claims to Aviva that we want a bike rack for ‘ecological and environmental reasons’, and this is where you can all help 
	As we all know, we have massive parking problems at the week-ends and it is encumbent upon each and every one of us to do what we can to help solve these problams  and meet that ecological criteria at the same time, so why not make use of that bike rack -  you do not have to knit your own bike! 
	As for Stuart, James, Jenny and I we left HAC having been moved  by what we had witnessed, having met some inspirational people, knowing that the OWA was £10,000 better off and………. on a bicycle made for four.




